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We need your help. Your designs for this neighborhood will be the 
tools that will help transform Sunrise Trailer Court into Sunrise Park 
and create a new model for the transformation of an American trailer 
park. For many years to come, when someone proposes a land use 
that would displace trailer park residents, or other low-income people 
anywhere in the United States, someone may stand up in a public 
hearing and say, "There may be a better way to do this. In 
Charlottesville, Virginia, a trailer park was redeveloped and no one 
was displaced.“

-- HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF GREATER CHARLOTTESVILLE, Overton McGehee, Executive Director
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PROGRAM CHALLENGES

• Design a vibrant, attractive urban neighborhood within the 
constraints of the suggested program 

• Generate culturally and climatically responsive architecture 

• Implement a sustainable continuum from site development to 
energy efficient unit operation using EarthCraft House®

• Create a community that integrates mixed-income and mixed-
use principles within the guidelines of the Charlottesville 
Planned Unit Development Zoning Ordinance 

• Design a diverse range of market rate housing and 
commercial space using compact floor plans 

• Develop and utilize economical innovative building 
technologies
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Housing: Affordable Number of Units Square Feet/Unit 
Habitat Homeowner Units: 3 bedroom minimum 18 @ 1170-1270sf 
Habitat Rental Units minimum 8 @ 600sf 
Condominiums: 3 bedroom minimum 4 @ 1200sf 
Habitat Subtotal: maximum 36

Housing: Market Rate Total Units Square Feet/Unit 
Condominiums: 2 bedroom 18 @ 1200sf 
Condominiums: 3 bedroom 18 @ 1400sf 
Market Rate Subtotal: 36

Total Housing: 72

Commercial Office/Retail Total Square Feet 
10,000sf 

Site Development Total Square Feet 
Community Space: 15,000sf 
On-site Parking: 90 spaces 
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URBAN HABITATS Website Data 
Month Visits
February 248
March 9519
April 6937
May 5158
June 1767 
Total 23629

Current Student Entrants 153

Professional Entrants 254

Registered Architect Entrants 106

Entrants w/CCDC affliation 21

Entrants w/HFH affliliation 132
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URBAN HABITATS National Entrants

State Entrants
New York 64
California 40
Virginia 28
Massachusetts 27
Unknown 20
Illinois 19
Texas 13
Georgia 8
North Carolina 8
Pennsylvania 8
Ohio 9
Washington 7
New Jersey 7
Florida 7
Michigan 5
Missouri 4
Minnesota 4
Oregon 4
Wisconsin 3
Maryland 3
Tennessee 3
New York 2
Kansas 2
Colorado 2
Oklahoma 2

State Entrants
Arizona 2
DC 2
Rhode Island   2
North Dakota 2
Utah 1
Vermont 1
South Carolina 1
Iowa 1
Wyoming 1
New Mexico 1
Nebraska 1
Maine 1
Germany 1
United Kingdom 1
Idaho 1
Total 307
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URBAN HABITATS International Entrants 

Country Entrants
Canada 24
Taiwan 11
France 10
Korea 7
Germany 6
Japan 6
Italy 6
United Kingdom 5
Mexico 4
Austria 3
Netherlands 3
Australia 3
Poland 2
Spain 2
Slovenia 1
China 1
Puerto Rico 1
Turkey 1
Argentina 1
Belgium 1
India 1
Chile 1
Total 100
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164 SUBMISSIONS:
328 Design Boards
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Julie Eizenberg, AIA
Principal, Koning Eizenberg Architecture
Ms. Eizenberg is a leader in the field of socially-oriented 
architecture with restricted budgets. Ms. Eizenberg is the 
Thomas Jefferson Professor for 2005 at the University of 
Virginia. 

J Max Bond, Jr, FAIA
Partner, Davis Brody Bond, LLC
Mr. Bond helped establish the Architects Renewal Committee 
of Harlem (ARCH), one of the early community design 
centers that developed during the late 1960s and early 
1970s. 

Teddy Cruz
Principal, Estudio Teddy Cruz
Mr. Cruz runs a practice and pedagogy dealing with the 
integration of theoretical research and design production, 
which emerges out of the particularities of the bicultural 
territory at the border between San Diego and Tijuana. 
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Marion Champan Dudley
Resident, Sunrise Trailer Court
Born and raised in the Belmont neighborhood of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, Marion Chapman Dudley has been a 
Sunrise Trailer Court resident for 25 years. 

John Woodriff
Belmont Neighborhood Association
John Woodriff is a real estate agent with Charlottesville's 
leading broker McLean Faulconer, Inc. Born in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, he is an active member of the 
Belmont Neighborhood Association.  

Kendra Hamilton
Charlottesville City Council
Ms. Hamilton has been a resident of Charlottesville since 
1994 and is a member of the Charlottesville City Council, 
dedicated community and neighborhood activist. 
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Nevil Eastwood
Director of Construction & Environmental Resources
Habitat for Humanity International
Mr Eastwood’s department specializes construction 
management and methods, building materials, energy 
efficiency, indoor air quality, and accessibility. 

Lynne Conboy
Vice Chair of the Board
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville
Ms. Conboy proposed the idea of redeveloping trailer parks 
to create medium density mixed-income developments and to 
prevent the displacement of trailer park residents.

James P Grigg, AIA
Board Member
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville
Mr. Grigg is a registered architect in Virginia and has served 
on the Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Charlottesville since July 2004. 
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FIRST PLACE
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FIRST PLACE
Team/Studio/Firm
Chris Genter and Susanne Schindler
Cambridge, MA

Team Members
Susanne Schindler, Architecture
Christopher Genter, Architecture

Not only does this design most closely recognize and 
incorporate the existing orientation of the site, it does so 
while addressing, with generosity, the residents’ desire for 
open communal spaces where they may gather and garden. 
Jurors also were impressed by the way the design anticipates 
different types of encounters and different types of spaces, 
the way it organizes the site through attention to spatial 
detail and circulation between the private and semi-private 
spaces of the courtyards. The street is at a scale appropriate 
to the neighborhood context. In the words of juror Marion 
Dudley, who currently resides at Sunrise Trailer Court, “This 
one said ‘home’ to me. It’s more like our own home that we 
have now than any of the other entries.”
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SECOND PLACE
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SECOND PLACE
Team/Studio/Firm
Metropolitan Planning Collaborative
New York, NY
Team Members
Aaron Young, Architecture and Urban Design
Cathy Lynch, Urban Planning
Georgia Borden, Urban Planning
Richard Ramsey, Landscape Architecture

This design had a strong orientation to the existing site and 
sensitivity to the desires of the residents. Jurors commented on
the easy, relaxed, Southern personality of the site plan. The 
attention to phasing will allow current residents not to be 
displaced from their trailers until well into the construction 
process. Jurors also noted that, while other designs used one 
approach architecturally, this design was not prescriptive as to
architectural style, clearly referencing known prototypes and 
suggesting possibilities within the modern idiom. This design 
encourages a diversity of scales, incomes, and architectural 
languages.

CHARLOTTESVILLE COMMUNITY DESIGN CENTER URBAN HABITATS



THIRD PLACE
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THIRD PLACE
Team/Studio/Firm
Anderson Anderson Architecture
San Francisco, CA
Team Members
Mark Anderson, Architecture
Peter Anderson
Brent Sumida
Lawton Eng
Dennis Oshiro
Aaron Brumo
Hitasha Bhatia
Chia Chieh Lee
Christopher Campbell

While all of the designs reference landscape as an organizing principle, 
this design is organized rationally with a central route that gains 
access to site, including large open spaces that are clearly defined. 
Secondary spaces link parking, dwelling areas, and major office 
spaces. The plan very clearly defines the potential for layering
sustainable architecture and landscape systems through use of energy 
efficient units, louvers, trees, berms and water collection systems.
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HONORABLE MENTION_1
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HONORABLE MENTION_2
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HONORABLE MENTION_3
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HONORABLE MENTION_4
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SITE PLAN
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SITE SECTION
CHARLOTTESVILLE COMMUNITY DESIGN CENTER URBAN HABITATS



CONTEXT SENSITIVITY
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COMPACT DEVELOPMENT
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PHASING STRATEGY
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PROGRAM/BUILDING STRATEGY
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SUSTAINABLE BUILDING
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HYDROLOGY
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PARKING STRATEGY
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OPEN SPACE
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COMMUNITY BUILDING
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•shared open space

•links between public and private

•covered gathering areas

•playgrounds

What Builds

COMMUNITY?



SHARE YOUR IDEAS

•What drew you to the Urban HABITATS competition?

•What were your initial responses to the site and program?

•What do you think are the major opportunities and challenges posed by 
Urban HABITATS?

•Now that you have gained more perspective, how have your ideas about 
the site development strategy changed?

•What have you learned from this competition?
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PARTNERSHIP GOING FORWARD

•How would you partner with Habitat going forward?

•How would you partner with a local architecture firm?

•How would you partner with Sunrise residents?

•What is your experience with affordable, multi-family housing?

•Would you help us fundraise for your fees?
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